Detection of antibodies in serum against M. tuberculosis using western blot technique. Comparison between sarcoidosis patients and healthy subjects.
Antibodies in serum of IgG and IgA class against Mycobacterium tuberculosis were detected by Western blot technique in 32 patients with pulmonary sarcoidosis and in 10 BCG and 10 non-BCG vaccinated healthy individuals. All three groups demonstrated multiple IgG and IgA antibodies against Mycobacterium tuberculosis protein antigens. Preabsorption of the sera with an Escherichia coli antigen did not influence the results. There were no consistent differences in the antibody profiles in patients with sarcoidosis and healthy subjects.